ISD Senior School Libraries

Searching and Researching Tips & Tricks
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Why Google Advanced?
Will change the way you search! Puts you in charge of what you find

try Iranian politics in a normal Google search – you get the Western point of view

try this in Google Advanced: 

· all these words: Iranian politics 
· language: English 
· region: Iran (same as a .ir search)
· last update: past 24 hours

You can also search by format, reading level, usage rights, exact phrase, etc.


Searching for Quality Resources:

ISD eResources 
Navigate to: 

· Firefly 
· Senior School 
· SrS Library 
· eResources 

Here, you’ll also find the school’s EasyBib Pro account

We have eResources in: History, Geography, Art, Music, current affairs, online databases, social issues, encyclopaedia, video resources, Spanish encyclopaedia




Searching Library Resources:

Destiny catalogue (from home)
Navigate to:

· Firefly 
· Senior School 
· SrS Library 
· Destiny

Click on Senior School and LRC
Click on Login
User name: your ISD email address
Password: your Library number

Type in ebook science


Searching Google:

Search for an exact term using speech marks:
 “collateral damage”
 “axis of evil"
 “intelligence community”



Search for a term, but remove certain hits, using - (works like the Boolean operator NOT)
dewey -classification
Weimer -Republic


Google Advanced Image
Safe Search
Google Images:
try sexual reproduction with and without
try sexually transmitted diseases with and without

From Thursday:
Apple fruit (Search Tools… colour… black and white)



Search a site or domain
site:bbc.com/news Libya
domain:bbc.co.uk Libya


Search for sites that link to a particular website (can help with checking for reliability)
link:guardian.co.uk



Use truncation (*) to find words that start with certain letters (also called the wild card)
tech*
immuni*
Be careful with letter strings that are too short or vague:
gre*


To find similar sites
related:amazon.co.uk
The first hit is eBay


To find a definition
define: juxtaposition


To search for a YouTube video
youtube:video tutorial teaching algebra


To search by filetype
PDF
filetype:pdf economic terms

Excel
filetype:xls budget

Powerpoint
filetype:ppt banned books

Google Earth
 filetype:kmz New Britain

Word
filetype:doc victorians


To search in only the text or the title
allintitle: axis of evil
allintext: axis of evil

For the experts!
filetype:pdf allintext: "axis of evil"

Things to play around with:

Google advanced image search
Wolfram Alpha
Handwriting search on the iPad (open Google on an iPad, click on the gear icon, then ‘search settings’, then enable ‘handwrite’, then save)


Search for Formats
cell diagram
silly cats album
exports graphic
China map
Population growth infographic


If you’re really interested, try these different search engines:

http://www.mahalo.com/category/language for hand picked search hits
http://www.wolframalpha.com for data and maths
http://www.clusty.com for deep or obscure information
http://www.webopedia.com for IT pros
http://archive.org/index.php archives of past webpages/wayback machine
http://www.networksolutions.com/whois/index.jsp to find out the background of a website

To learn more about how to use Google in different languages:

English: http://www.google.com/insidesearch/tipstricks/
Deutsch: http://www.google.com/intl/de/insidesearch/tipstricks/
Francais: http://www.google.com/intl/fr/insidesearch/tipstricks/
Espanol: http://www.google.com/intl/es/insidesearch/tipstricks/
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Things to do today:

Today is all about YOU and YOUR needs, as well as the needs of YOUR students:

Make sure that you can easily:

1. Get to DESTINY, the Library catalogue, and sign in to your account
2. Get to the LIBRARY WEBSITE
3. Get to the eRESOURCES page


Try out Google Advanced


Try out some of the search tips


Check out some of the alternative search engines


Learn more about Google Search using one of Google’s docs on this subject


Search by format (diagram, infographic, etc.)


Email me if you’d like to book a 1-to-1 session, or if you have a question


Stuart Crouch
November 2014
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TOP SEARCH ENGINE RANKING FACTORS

Here are top 10 FACTORS that lead to a better ranking, not
listed in any order of priority or importance.

Web admins and site owners tend to worry about a site's Google

ranking more than anyone else’s. They have reasons to worry so.

Google's ranking factors depend on a number of steps, of which

pagerank is just one of them. A pagerank is the importance that
Google gives for a particular page.

THE KEY TO
USING KEYWORDS

INTERNAL LINKING

One could also link to
other websites that

Much of search engine

optimization takes place you may own, if the
while writing content or ITISALL content s relevant.
just before publishing it ABOUT LINKING Intemal linking helps
Keywords are important, to drive traffic to
even if many have There are certain previous posts even if
begun to feel they aren't off-page ranking factors they are old.
quite s0. To begin with, a which every web-admin
title's keywords must must consider. Itis well
match the content and known by now that
search terms. Keywords backlinks from
need to be used in the trustworthy o authority
content as well, but sites are important to
sparingly. Keywords help boost a site’s SEO rank.
Google's spiders to One can always include
understand what your quality inbound links to
content is all about. other sites, as thatis
favoured by Google as mporTance
well. Linking to
informative ad well OF SOCIAL SIGNALS
established siiss ls. The Intemet has
paramount.

become social, and
asite's importance

depends on how
rww.mnusne\' com, ||>- much it shared,
liked or endorsed

CLEAN URLS by those who visit it.
The URL structure
must be clean, and
USING AND should not be s NeT TECHOLO
NOT USING clogged with 2
SEO TOOLS symbols, numbers
and meaningless
While it is not a alphabets. For this,
greatidea to use one would have to
tools that claim to change the URL slug
help improve in the permalink.

search engine
ranking, there are a
few good tools that
make descriptions
and titles appear in
aclean way when
one shares links on
Facebook, or when

IMPORTANCE
OF META DATA

Meta descriptions,

they appear in meta titles and meta
search resuls. Keywond tags aliow
readers to identify the
kind of content that a
link might lead them
;‘m Co:: ERROR FREE AND towards. It also helps
m‘zmgd‘m“ e CLEAN WEBPAGES G?;,‘;I"? eg;ginue;'sy ke
r o le to identify what
o ¥4 THAT LOAD FAST the site s all about and
by ot Flash and JavaScript direct users to the
arentt particularly SEO webpage based on
friendly, and using their queries.
At HTMLS5 may always
be more search
optimized than using é Q
CONTENT QUALITY the former two. At the
end of the day, great 4
Onemustvaile content that makes
for human visitors keep coming
feaders, and not back to your site is
search engine what is most ETaTETE
fobots: Rewsiing, important. HTMLS 282|355 &
plagiarizing or not loads faster and is ¥

contributing more search engine uPDaTe scHebuLe
anything new can

affect a webpage
negatively.

friendly than Flash
PUBLISHING
FREQUENCY
Itis also important to
publish regularly. Web
crawlers and spiders visit
pages more often when

content s published in
regular intervals.

designed by indusnet.co.in
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